Beroun win final domestic match in a thriller

By Czech Rugby League.

Two extra-time tries by the Beroun Black Panthers led them to a 28-24 win over the Pardubice Jets in the final Czech Republic domestic match of the 2009 rugby league season. The game was a friendly played in Beroun to give the domestic Czech players a final match before the onset of winter. Both teams are already looking forward to the beginning of the next domestic season, which will commence in spring, 2010.

The Jets were extremely brave, leading throughout much of the match, despite having a depleted team due to a combination of injury, illness & work commitments within the club playing ranks. In the end, though, they were defeated by some outstanding individual play from Beroun’s Jan Buben & Jakub Smizek who scored outstanding individual tries in extra time, after the game was locked at 18-18 at the end of regular time. The commencement of extra time saw Pardubice without any fit reserve players, while Beroun conversely, called Czech captain Michal Priputen into the fray, and this proved the decisive factor. As brave as the Jets had been until that point, fatigue proved too much to overcome.

Ondrej Kopecky led Pardubice wonderfully, scoring a clever individual try of his own, and he was ably supported by all of his teammates with Roman Nedomlel outstanding in only is 2nd rugby league match. Michael Ross and Victor Leeuw both scored brilliant individual tries for the Jets in regular time, while prop Allen Chimbakvi was rewarded for his magnificent efforts in demanding circumstances with a bullocking try in extra-time which was not quite enough to secure a win for the visiting team. 

Nevertheless, the efforts put in by all of the Pardubice players against their fresher, more experienced rivals are any indications of a very promising 2010 season to come.

